diction, and perfectly ready for publication. The character of the handwriting and of the paper shows three of them to belong to a late period of the author's life. They were probably written between his retirement from the India House in March, 1856, and 1859, when he must have been fully occupied with Gryll Grange., the last of his novels, of which Cots-wold Chace seems to offer some adumbration. The story is attractive as far as it goes; but the author probably found it an insuperable difficulty to devise any plausible means of bringing his fair recluse upon the scene. Those usually resorted to by novelists in like cases must have appeared hackneyed and conventional. Even had this difficulty been surmounted, the continuation of the novel would have presented great obstacles to a writer of Peacock's peculiar vein. Miss Dorimer is a commanding figure, and must evidently dominate the story. But the Peacockian novel, when the scene is laid in modern times, requires a crowd of eccentric persons, in personation of particular crotchets. Provision has indeed been made for such an assemblage, but amid its various humours the heroine must have been effaced.
The title Boosabout Abbey savours of bacchanalian comedy, but so far as the tale has proceeded, it is one of the most serious of Pea-[H4]. Of course I am only half acquainted with that genius and those powers, whose application I should consider myself rash and impertinent in criticising, did I not conceive that frankness and justice demand it.obhouse (Lord Broughton) who had travelled in Greece with Byron at the very time Peacock was making his modest tours in England, Scotland and Wales.
